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Introduction Results

Intentional injury is a worldwide health problem. In 2000, an 1.0verview

estimated 1.6 million people lost their lives to violence all over the

world. Nearly half of these deaths were suicides and around one During 1997-2001 at emergency department
third were homicides - of whom 199,000 were youths and 57,000 of BCCH, there were 660 intentional injuries.
children. For every death, many more are physically injured and/ This represented 1.8% of all injuries. Of them,
or psychological damaged. Affects on health may last years, there were 154 hospitalizations and 1 death. 80
even permanently. To describe the magnitude of intentional injury
among children and youths in British Columbia, Canada, patients
18 years old and under who visited the emergency department of
British Columbia Children's Hospital (BCCH), one surveillance
spot of Canadian Hospital Injury Reporting and Prevention Program
(CHIRPP), for intentional injury from 1997 to 2001 were abstracted
from CHIRPP database. Intentional injury was identified by injury
group and intent of injury codes. The narrative field, which recorded
patient's description about the event, was used to extract extra
information and to classify cases into the following intentional
injury groups: assault-related injury, maltreatment, sexual violence, 20
suicide and seff-harm.
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