INJURY preventon un

BC'’s child safety seat law has been changed on July 1, 2008!

Booster seats are now required until the child’s 9th birthday

JULY 2008

All children over 18 kg (40 Ib.) and until the child’s 9th birthday should sit in a booster seat
unless they have reached 145 cm (4'9”) in height. The booster seat will keep the seat belt in
the correct place over the child’s body. Once a child exceeds the above criteria they may be

ready to use a seat belt alone.

Did you know.........

Child car seats reduce the risk of death
and major injury by approx. 70%. These
devices are more effective than any

other road safety measure. The best
protection for children in the 4-to-9 age
range is to place the child in the middle
rear seat with a belt-positioning booster
seat.

Ensuring your child is safely and properly
restrained while traveling in your vehicle

is critical. Putting the child in a car seat is
not enough; it has to be the right seat for a
child of that size and age. Children riding
in restraints of the wrong type and size are
not likely to be optimally protected.
Booster seats raise children so the seat
belt !ts low over the hips, over the
shoulder and snug across the chest (never
under the arm or behind the back). The
safest booster seat is the type without an
abdominal shield, with a lap/shoulder seat
belt. Choose a high back booster seat,

if the vehicle seat is not equipped with a
headrest.

Through education, training, enforcement
and outreach, BC child safety seat
legislation seeks to ensure that all

children ages 0-16 are properly restrained
in the correct restraint system for their age
and size every time they travel in a motor
vehicle.




Booster Seat Statistics:

Booster seat use among 4-8 year old children across Canada

Location Booster Seat Seat belt only
Canada 28.0% 72.0%
Newfoundland 5.3% 94.7%
P.E.l 17.4% 82.6%
Nova Scotia 22.8% 77.2%
New Brunswick 26.4% 73.6%
Quebec 30.9% 69.1%
Ontario 34.3% 65.7%
Manitoba 7.7% 82.3%
Saskatchewan 25.2% 74.8%
Alberta 29.3% 70.7%
BC 26.7% 73.3%
NW Territories 31.6% 68.0%

Source: Auto 21-Enhance child Safety in Automobiles (2007)
http://66.49.212.176/~auto21c/index.php?page=enhanced-child-safety-in-automobiles

» BC'’s current booster seat use rate is lower than the national average.

* There were 397 child passengers aged 5-9 years involved in collisions in B.C. during 2005.

* Only 12% of child passengers (aged 5-9 years) were using a child restraint (booster seats) at
the time of collision, and 68% were using a lap belt and harness only.

» 11.3% of child passengers (aged 5-9 years) were using a lap belt only and 4.5% of children
were not using any type of restraint at all at the time of the collision.

* In 2005, 2 children aged 5-9 years died in a traflc collision. One child was not using a boost-
er seat and the other child’s information on restraint use is unknown.

Further information on Booster seats:
http://www.tc.gc.ca/roadsafety/childsafety/1234/stage3/menu.htm
http://www.boostbc.ca

http://www.seatcheck.org

Information on new booster seat legislation in BC can be found at:
http://www.tsfbcaa.com/content/documents/Child_Restraint_and_

Booster_Seat_Law.pdf

Questions? Please call the child seat info line:
1-877-247-5551

Acknowledgement:
We thank Dr. Katharine Fitzgerald and Dr. Beth Ebel of the Children’s Hospital and Regional Medical Center at Seattle, WA for providing
the picture on the front page of the fact sheet. We also thank Collin Lawson of SeatCheck.org for providing the picture above.

Contact:
L408, 4480 Oak street Vancouver BC V6H 3V4 604-875-3776 (f) 604-875-3569
www.injuryresearch.bc.ca bcinjuryl@cw.bc.ca



